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Alumni: Better Together
Welcome to our latest edition of Alumni: Better Together.
 
Personal wellbeing has never been more important. COVID-19 impacted us all heavily during
2020. I, like many of you, hoped for a year of less turmoil in 2021. It hasn’t quite worked out that
way. Continuing lockdowns, border closures, uneven economic impacts and the juggle of work and
home life have taken a personal toll on many of us.
 
At Hall & Wilcox, our purpose is to enable our clients, our people and our communities to thrive.
This purpose has never been more important. We have supported our clients, particularly in times
where their business and the sector in which they operate has been changing. We have supported
our people, ensuring that they are able to balance the demands of work with the pressures related
to COVID and (for many) home schooling. And we have continued to actively support our
communities, including by working with and supporting our many pro bono and community
partners.
 
We also recognise that this year has been tough for many of our people and clients. You may have
heard that we declared Friday 1 October national ‘HW Wellbeing Day’. We closed the firm for the
day, and encouraged our people to take a break and practise some self-care.
 
As we adapt to our post-COVID world, we are definitely experiencing the war for talent that is
impacting many industries. Our clients are busy, which is great, and we are busy. We are always
on the look-out for excellent people to join (or re-join) us. Perhaps you know someone that could
progress their career at Hall & Wilcox? Click here to see our latest opportunities.
 
In this newsletter, we share stories about what’s been happening with our alumni and at Hall &
Wilcox. We hope you enjoy the read.
 
Stay well and keep in touch.

Tony Macvean
Managing Partner
M +61 409 808 502
Email
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Pro bono  
 
In FY21, we beat the National Pro Bono Target. 
We also completed more pro bono work than
ever before – 15,400 hours. 
 
‘Despite the challenges thrown up by COVID-
19, our commitment to pro bono and 
community endured,’ said Partner and Head of
Pro Bono & Community Nathan Kennedy. 
 
You can read snapshots of our work over the
past year in Respect Respect: Pro bono report 
FY2021. 

Community partner: Red Dust
 
Our HW Community Giving platform, launched this year,
allows our people to support our charity partners through
regular payroll or one-off donations. One of our partners is
Red Dust, which delivers health promotion programs and
community development projects focused on enriching the
lives, health and futures of Indigenous youth and families
in remote communities.
 
 

Read more

Smarter Law: Legal operations
is thriving
 
Our Client Solutions director, Peter Campbell,
recently celebrated his five-year anniversary at
Hall & Wilcox. Peter reflects on how the legal
operations industry has changed and future trends
in this space.
 

Read more

We've reached 100+ partners 
 
When construction and project disputes lawyer 
Penny Ford joined us in our Perth office in August, 
she became our 100th partner. Since then, 
corporate insurance expert Philip Hopley (Sydney)
and employment law specialist Rosie Roach 
(Perth) have further expanded our partner 
numbers. Our strategy has been to support our 
clients and capitalise on growth opportunities 
within the market and have excellent people join 
our firm. Find out more about Penny, Philip and  
Rosie.  
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Where are they now
 
It is great catching up with our alumni, hearing of
their adventures after leaving Hall & Wilcox.
Recently we spoke to former Commercial
Litigation senior associate Robert Evans, now
General Counsel & GM Business Development at
GFG Alliance – Australia; and former Property
lawyer Corrie MacGregor (nee Wilkinson), now a
very successful florist in regional Victoria.
 
 

Read more

Recent anniversaries
 
Many of our people celebrated milestone
employment anniversaries over the past few
months. We spoke to partner Elisa Paxton (15
years) and senior associate Alex Gallagher (10
years) on their careers at Hall & Wilcox and what
makes the firm a great place to work.
 

Read more

Smarter Lawcast 
 
We’ve launched our podcast, Smarter Lawcast with Hall &
Wilcox. Season 1 looks at the changing landscape of
employment law. Over four episodes, host Mark Dunphy
was joined by Clare Kerley, Fay Calderone, Kristopher
Kunasingam and Melinda Bell to discuss mandatory
vaccinations in the workplace, flexible working in the ‘new
normal’, the impact of closed borders on migration and
employment, and the issue of underpayments. Please
listen, like, rate and review on your favourite podcast
platform.

Quick bites
 
Are you based in Perth? Why not visit our great
new office at 108 St Georges Terrace and meet our
amazing Perth team.
 
Welcome back Nicole Tumiati! Nicole returned to
Hall & Wilcox a few months ago as a Special
Counsel in the Corporate & Commercial team, after
15 years away. Nicole is loving being back among
the Hallstars, commenting that it has been great to
meet new colleagues and reconnect with old ones.
 
We were delighted to recently be named the 2021
NSW Women Lawyers Outstanding Law Firm of the
Year! And thrilled to be announced as No 7 in the
Lawyers Weekly ‘Top 25 Attraction Firms’ to work.
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Congrats to our alumni progressing their
careers:

Michelle Berry, former Hall & Wilcox
litigation lawyer, joined the Victorian
Department of Justice & Community
Safety as a Senior Legal Advisor.
Sylvia Hands, former Hall & Wilcox
commercial lawyer, promoted to Head of
Legal at Medibank Private and appointed
to the Association of Corporate Counsel
board.
Chris Hammond, former Hall & Wilcox
property senior associate, promoted to
Head of AsiaPac at Dual Asset, based in
London.
Chandra Lloyd (formerly Kham), former
head of Hall & Wilcox’s document support
team, joined the Liberal Party of Australia
(VIC) as their Director of Legal &
Compliance.
Tess Lynch, former Hall & Wilcox
corporate lawyer, promoted to General
Counsel and Company Secretary at
MessageMedia.
David Short, former Hall & Wilcox
insurance partner, joined the Australian
Financial Complaints Authority as the
Insurance Ombudsman.
Jerome Tse, former Hall & Wilcox tax
senior associate, was appointed to the
board of The Pinnacle Foundation.
Melanie Younis, former Hall & Wilcox
litigation lawyer, who has branched out
and started her own boutique law
practice, Dale & Younis.

Vale John Ogge. John was a Legal Executive
at Hall & Wilcox in the early 2000s, remembered
by those who worked with him as a decent
person with a wicked and dry wit and a passion
for the things he loved: his family, cricket and the
Rolling Stones. John then moved to Melbourne
law firm Nicholas O’Donohue & Co, where he
worked with another Hall & Wilcox alum, Adrian
Lynch. In 2016 John joined Secura Funds as a
Mortgage Manager. John is remembered by his
wife Maria and children.
 
Good luck to the Hall & Wilcox and alumni
finalists for the Women in Law awards. Alumni
finalists include Joni Pirovich (now at Blockchain
& Digital Assets) and Sarah Tinsley (now at
Culture Amp). Hall & Wilcox finalists include
Natalie Bannister, Melinda Bell, Fay Calderone,
Alison Choy Flannigan, Briele Heath, Ella
Simmons and Kelli Stallard.
 
Keep a look out for Naomi Seddon’s new book,
Milk and Margaritas. Naomi is a former Hall &
Wilcox employment lawyer who featured in an
alumni interview last year.
 
Do you have any quick bites to share? Email us
at alumni@hallandwilcox.com.au
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